HELENA
in 1864

This map shows Helena as it was
when it was first called "Heleng" — at
the very end of October and beginning
of Movembar in 1864,

We started with a sketch
probably drawn by George J. Wood,
who, at the time, was about to run the
town's first survey of sireets and lols.
We found more infarmation in old
photographs and writlen comments,
and we follpwed hints in the present
landscape. Then we putil all on a
topagraphic base adapted from the
City's pre-urban-renawal "orthophoto®
of the area, We're reasonably
confident that we got it right.

T get your bearings, look (o
wheare the brown lines (trails) cross the ;
blue line (Last Chance Creek). Thatl {

crogsing is just outside the southeas!
corner of the presént public library |
bullding, where you meet Ploneer Park ;
a3 you walk south en the mall. In tha f
autumn of 1864 thera was a log bridge
across the creek there -- Heleng's _ e
first bit of public infrastructure — and B s
thowgh thare's no longer any sign of g
that bridge in photographs taken in 1865 or 1866 (and litie sign of the craek), the gast-west trail
shown here had become "Bridge Sireel” in Wood's survey. Bridge Strest became "State" Street
when Montana joined the union in 1889, and If the west and of State Street hadnl been lopped off
for urban renawal around 1870, it would run along the south wall of the library.

The north-south trall crossing the creek was named "Main Street” In the survey, and the part
of it north of the bridge ks still where it was in 1864, If's now the mall between the library and
Anchor Park. Tha part south of the bridge was "West Main" bacause il had crossed o the west
side of the cresk, West Main became the road to Unionville, and so it remained until urban
renewal -- the only change being that its intersection with State (Bridge) Street had bean offset
farther west whan the nucleus of Pionser Park was established after 1935,

The trall dropping in from the north, west of the creek, was the local end of a treil thal ran
toward Silver City and the Mullan Road and ultimately to Fort Benton. It was the "Benton Trail®, the
camp's lIfeline. The local end bacame "Clore Streel”. The siretch of Clore north of its "T°
intersection with Bridge (State) is now part of the much-wider Park Avenue right-of-way, but the
strestch to the south is still there at iis original narmow width, running from the "Ploneer Cabin®
south past Reeder's Alley (though sharing the name “Park” with the highway-like strest now
running parallel below ).

Tha other bits of frail shown on cur map are guesswork. There must have been a trail running
south, east of the creek, toward the spring at the foot of Acropolis Hill which seems to hawe baen
the camp's most reliable source of pure drinking water (Wood was o place "Warter Strest” there),
and the Bridge Street trail ran uphill toward Dry Guich and connections to the Prickly Pear
diggings and the Big Belt country and other points east. it was also the route by which alluvium
frem Dry Guich was hauled over to Last Chance to be washed for gold, Thera was seldom much
water in Dry Guleh, but there was gold enough to jusiify lugaing part of the landscapa aver the hill,

Wood's "Main Street® got that neme because it's where most of the cabins (Jitte orange
ractangles) were being built at the time he mada his sketch. They were going up fagt, A visitor in
September 3 said to have found enly one building here, an Insubstantial shack buiit by the "Four
Georgians” (we think it's the smalles! of the three shown wast of Main), By the end of Oclober
though, the amrival of chilly weather and increasing faith in the piacer fledd (that gray smudge

{aves)



runring downsiream from the bridge) bad touched off Helena's first building boom, Weood's skelch
caught the start of the boom - that string of cabins east of Main along what is now the west edge
of Anchor Park - but by the time he finished his survey four monihs later there were at least a
hundred more cabins here, most of them on his new lofs south of Eridge. He barely kept ahead of
the builders.

That little vellow spot which looks like & bug on our map, just west of the creek (and near the
wes! end of the present Colwell Building), is the probable site of the Four Georgians’ placer gold
strike on Juby 743h, 1864, which gave the camp its reason to exist More digging, upstream and
down, proved the extent of the best paydirt, IT's said that the bits of gold were coarsast af the
scuth end of the smudge, just north of the crossing and under the present Library, and that they
got steadily finer norhward (see page 8 in this series, for our guess why), If's zaid also that there
was refatively litfle gold south of the crossing, and that this is where the dirt hawled over from Dry
Gulch was washed.

All of that digging drastically changed the guich-bottom topography long before anybody got
around to mapping its contours, and aslde from guessing the lkely 1364 location of the creek
channel, we made no atternpt (o reconsiruct the pre-smudge tay of the land, Qur confour lines are
dranwn from a2 map made just before urban renewal, after a8 ceniury of digging, cutting, filling,
bukding and rebuilding.

Urban renewal was aboul to add a few drastic changes of its own. Our map shows the
tapering wast end of Fire Towar Hill before it was cut off to make space for Cruse Avenus, which,
like South Park, is much oo highway-ike for its context. The missing terrain seems to have been
pushad south, and a slice of Acropalis Hfl pushed north, to make a platform which carries Cruse
and its conneclars owvar what had been a small-scaled and closely-buill neighborhood,

The gulch battarmn's pra-1864 vagetation was as quickly and thoroughly disrupted as its
topography, but we can probably assume that the same mix of deciduous trees and shrubs

Fonderosa Pine. that still grow alang the bottorms of Oro Fino and Grizzly Guiches and in the "canyon” of Last
Mount Hedana Chance Guich (see page 158) kept lining tha cresk northward well past the top edge
Park of our map - and there’s reason lo think that there wears pines growing down
thera as wall {They're mentoned, for example, in at leasi one old accouni).
Any pre-axisting rees or shrubs along the creek narth of the canyan
would almost certainly have vanished befora the end of 1854, but along
lawear Dry Guleh & few survived long endugh fo ba photographed —
among them our notorious “hangman's free” a rathar hendsome old
Fanderoaa Pine with a trunk diametsr of at least threa feet, as
astimated about five feet from tha ground. It stood a bit southeesi
af the presant imtersection of Hillsdale and Blake Sireeis.
Also standing long enouwgh fo show up in photographs
wiare pines scattered on Cuarry Hill and northward along the
divide betwean Last Chance and Dry Gulches — and then we
have a hint lefi by George Wood himsalf, He gave practical,
site-referential, names to some of his streets - Bridge
Sireet, Waler Streel — and the surviving piece of his
miost southerdy east-west route, at the foot of Acropaolis
Hill, is still called "Pine Sireef",
In any casea, the wild pines and Douglas-firs on
our hills have & story o tell, and well give them a page
or two of their own, later in this series,

The Sesquiceniennizl Project

2014 will be Helena's sesouicentennial year, its 1504 year.
Haw'll we mark {7 Tha best way, we think, is i celefiraie what's
authenticaly peouliar to our iown = ko sharpen our se=nse of place,

We won't define "sense of place”, beyand saying thal it acks
mruch fike a sense of humor. Either you “get® & place or you don't.
If vou ged it, it's engaging and invigorating and pood for the
imaginaticn, Youll want to savor it

Wi gat Halana, 50, fromi now io the sesquicentennial, we'l
publish these free bits of Information, one page at a tma, abaut
Hakana's architecturs, landscape, weathar, history, whatswer
ficklas our sansa of plada.

Laok for these pages. Fick them up, We can say
how meny thersl be, bt we'll umber them, Keep them 20
and you's buld a trave of well-mulled Halana lore.



